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Department:  

Photography 

Course Description: 

This course provides an introduction to film photography using a 35 mm single lens reflex (SLR) 

camera. The course will cover the use of gelatin silver black and white materials and achieving 

technical control of film, paper, and chemistries in the development and print processes, 

including techniques for refining the print image and using previsualization and darkroom 

manipulations. 

Course Competencies:  

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to: 

1. Achieve tonality and contrast control through exposure and development. 
2. Apply film exposures to practical photographic situations for normal, expansions, and 

compactions of film tones. 
3. Prepare and apply selenium toning techniques to finished prints for archival purposes. 
4. Define and explain darkroom photographic terminology. 
5. Select proper matte board for photographic print and portfolio presentations. 
6. Apply dry mounting or window matting to photographic prints. 
7. Describe and use print framing techniques. 
8. Prepare a written artist statement for photographic print presentations. 
9. Classify, interpret, assess, and critique silver prints. 

Course Content: 

A. Film exposure and development 
1. Finding correct camera ISO for film exposure 
2. Development time and dilutions for contrast control 
3. Understanding the characteristic curve of film 

B. Refinement of the Print 
1. Contrast controls 
2. Developer dilutions 
3. Print chemistry available 
4. Enlarger types 

C. Toning and archival processing of the print 
D. The camera as a means of self expression 
E. Darkroom manipulations and exploration 
F. Framing and matting prints for display. 
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Learning Assessments:  

Course competencies will be assessed by use of photo shooting assignments, written exams, 
print portfolios, and a final project series. 

Instructional Materials:  

A Short Course in Photography: Film and Darkroom, Stone, London, 9th Ed., 2014 
ISBN-13: 978-0-205-98243-1 

 

Guidelines for Requesting Accommodations Based on 
Documented Disability or Medical Condition  

It is the intention of Highland Community College to work toward full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, to 
make instructional programs accessible to all people, and to provide reasonable accommodations according to the law. 

Students should understand that it is their responsibility to self-identify their need(s) for accommodation and that they must 
provide current, comprehensive diagnosis of a specific disability or medical condition from a qualified professional in order to 
receive services. Documentation must include specific recommendations for accommodation(s). Documentation should be 
provided in a timely manner prior to or early in the semester so that the requested accommodation can be considered and, if 
warranted, arranged. 

In order to begin the process all students must complete the “Disabilities Self-Identification Form” at this link:  

https://highlandcc.edu/pages/disability-services.   

This form can also be accessed at the Highland Community College homepage under Students Services/Student 
Resources/Disability Service or by contacting the Disabilities Coordinator. 

https://highlandcc.edu/pages/disability-services

