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Department:  

Photography 

Course Description: 

This is a basic course that provides familiarization with digital cameras and their technical 

controls.  The course covers the use of camera functions:  lens, exposure, f-stops, shutter 

speeds, and digital formats.  Adobe Lightroom will be used as an image editing tool as well as 

digital printing output. The course will emphasize technical and compositional skills along with 

the aesthetic importance of the image. Students must have access to a digital single lens reflex 

(SLR) camera or equivalent with the ability for manual control and RAW image capture. 

Course Competencies:  

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to: 

1. Operate basic camera functions, including f-stops, shutter speeds, meters, and depth of 
field. 

2. Apply these functions in practical field experience. 
3. Perform the functions of computer processes. 
4. Effectively use image editing software.  
5. Define and describe photographic terminology. 
6. Create print presentations by using window matting techniques: measuring, cutting, and 

placement. 
7. Identify and explain principles of photographic design. 
8. Provide reasoned critiques of photographic works. 

Course Content: 

A. Camera operations: shutter speeds, f-stops, light meters, depth of field, exposure, white 
balance, and ISO settings 

B. Providing reasoned critiques and constructive comments on design principles 
C. Using digital technologies, cameras, computers, and printers 
D. Introduction to lighting techniques 
E. Introduction to digital methods with Adobe Lightroom editing 
F. Photographic display: matte cutting and portfolio presentation techniques 

Learning Assessments:  

Course competencies will be assessed by use of photo shooting assignments, exams, electronic 
and print portfolios, and a final project series. 
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Instructional Materials:  

A Short Course in Digital Photography, London, Stone, 1st Ed., Prentice Hall, 2010. 
ISBN 13:-978-0-205-64592-3 

 

Guidelines for Requesting Accommodations Based on 
Documented Disability or Medical Condition 

It is the intention of Highland Community College to work toward full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, to 
make instructional programs accessible to all people, and to provide reasonable accommodations according to the law. 

Students should understand that it is their responsibility to self-identify their need(s) for accommodation and that they must 
provide current, comprehensive diagnosis of a specific disability or medical condition from a qualified professional in order to 
receive services. Documentation must include specific recommendations for accommodation(s). Documentation should be 
provided in a timely manner prior to or early in the semester so that the requested accommodation can be considered and, if 
warranted, arranged. 

In order to begin the process all students must complete the “Disabilities Self-Identification Form” at this link:  

https://highlandcc.edu/pages/disability-services.   

This form can also be accessed at the Highland Community College homepage under Students Services/Student 
Resources/Disability Service or by contacting the Disabilities Coordinator. 

https://highlandcc.edu/pages/disability-services

