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 Department:  
 History 

 Course Description:  
This course provides a survey of United States history from post-Civil War Reconstruction to the 

present. The course considers the changing configurations of American culture and its modes of 

expression, religion, politics, and literature. Emphasis will be placed on the changing role of the 

government in the lives of people and on the changing position of the United States in world 

affairs. The course will also cover the impact of industrialism, imperialism, two world wars, and 

the cold war on the policies of the United States.  

Course Competencies:  
The learning outcomes and competencies detailed in this syllabus meet or exceed the learning 

outcomes and competencies specified by the Kansas Core Outcomes Groups for this course as 

approved by the Kansas Board of Regents. (Kansas Regents Shared Number Course and Title: 

KRSN Course HIS 1020 U.S. History since 1877.)  

Upon completion of the course, the student should be able to: 
1. Demonstrate Basic Skills and Tools of the Historians' Craft  

a. Demonstrate the ability to analyze, synthesize, and evaluate historical information 
b. Demonstrate research and writing skills, including the ability to  

i. Interpret primary and secondary sources  
ii. Evaluate the validity of sources  

iii. Analyze historical perspectives 
iv.  Recognize change over time   

2.  Recognize that US History is influenced by ethnicity, race, class, gender, and environment 
among other factors.  With this awareness, students will:  
a. Describe the era of Reconstruction and evaluate its impact  
b. Describe and analyze causes, course, and effects of American imperialism  
c. Describe and analyze significant political, social, economic, and diplomatic developments, 

including reform movements, of modern industrial America  
d. Trace and evaluate causes, developments, and consequences of World War I  
e. Describe and analyze significant political, social, economic, and diplomatic developments 

of the interwar years  
f. Describe causes, course, and consequences of the Great Depression and New Deal and 

evaluate their impact  
g. Trace and evaluate causes, developments, and consequences of World War II  
h. Describe and analyze significant political, social, economic developments of postwar 

America 
i. Describe and analyze international role of the United States in the Cold War Era world  
j. Describe and analyze significant political, social, and economic developments that 

transformed America beginning with the modern Civil Rights movements  
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k. Describe and analyze post-Cold War political, social, economic, and diplomatic 
developments  
 

 Course Content:  

A. The Conquest of the West  
1. Indian wars and the destruction of tribal life  
2. Mining, railroads, cattle  

B. An Industrial Giant  

1. Industrial growth: railroads, steel, oil, electricity  
2. Reaction to big business: reformers, unions, anti-trust actions  

C. American Society in the Industrial Age  
1. Rise of the middle class, women, farmers, immigrants  
2. Problems in the rising urban areas: religion and settlement houses  

D. Intellectual and Cultural Trends in the United States  
1. Rise of colleges and universities and changes in American education  
2. American literature and art in the late 19th century  

E. Politics: Local, State, National  

1. Political issues of the late 19th century and corruption in government  

2. The Populist Movement and the showdown on silver  

F. The Age of Reform and The Progressive Era  

1. Roots of progressivism: local, state, national  

2. Political reform at all levels  

3. The Progressive presidents: T. Roosevelt, Taft, Wilson  

G. From Isolation to Empire: America’s Entry onto the World Stage  

1. American influence in the Pacific and Latin America  

2. The Spanish-American War (1898)  

3. America with “colonies”  

H. Woodrow Wilson and the Great War (World War I) 

1. Wilson’s election and first term  

2. United States’ participation in World War I  

3. The immediate aftermath of the war and its effect on America  

I. Postwar Society and Culture: Change and Adjustment  

1. Changes in American society, the younger generation, women, minorities \ 

2. Urban-rural conflicts, sports, prosperity  

J. The New Era: 1921-1933  

1. Harding, Coolidge, Hoover and the prosperity of the 1920s  

2. The stock market crash of 1929 and the Great Depression  

3. The election of FDR in 1932  

K. The New Deal: 1932-1941  

1. FDR takes charge and programs of the New Deal  

2. Problems of the New Deal and Supreme Court opposition  

3. FDR and a third term and War in Europe (1939)  
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L. War and Peace: America in World War II  

1. American entry into World War II, Pearl Harbor  

2. The economy, social change, minorities, and treatment of people of German, Italian, 
and Japanese descent  

3. American strategy and operations in World War II and the atomic bomb  

4. The early post-war years  

M. The American Century  

1. Truman’s presidency, the start of the Cold War, war in Korea  

2. Eisenhower’s presidency  

N. From Camelot to Watergate  

1. Kennedy: crises in Cuba and Vietnam, assassination  

2. Johnson: escalation of the war in Vietnam, civil rights, the Great Society  

3. Nixon: end of the war in Vietnam, détente with communism, resignation 

O. The Nation Transformed  

1. Ford to the present  

2. Economic crisis in the 1970s, arms buildup in the 1980s, fall of the Soviet Union in the 
1990s  

3. Wars in the Gulf and Southwest Asia 

 

Learning Assessments:  
Course competencies will be assessed by regular written examinations and book reviews. A research 

paper may also be assigned, and other assessment material may be used as the instructor deems 

appropriate.  

Instructional Materials:  
Textbook: The American Nation. Canes. Garraty. 14th edition. Pearson/Prentice Hall: 2012 
(ISBN: 13: 978-0-205-79044-9) 
Instructor’s notes and videos, library, internet 

 
Guidelines for Requesting Accommodations Based on 

Documented Disability or Medical Condition 
 

It is the intention of Highland Community College to work toward full compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, 
to make instructional programs accessible to all people, and to provide reasonable accommodations according to the law. 

 
Students should understand that it is their responsibility to self-identify their need(s) for accommodation and that they 
must provide current, comprehensive diagnosis of a specific disability or medical condition from a qualified professional in 
order to receive services. Documentation must include specific recommendations for accommodation(s). Documentation 
should be provided in a timely manner prior to or early in the semester so that the requested accommodation can be 
considered and, if warranted, arranged. 

 
In order to begin the process all students must complete the “Disabilities Self-Identification Form” at this link: 

https://highlandcc.edu/pages/disability-services. 
 

This form can also be accessed at the Highland Community College homepage under Students Services/Student 

Resources/Disability Service or by contacting the Disabilities Coordinator. 

https://highlandcc.edu/pages/disability-services

